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Accreditation and  !"#$%#&'(
Kentucky State University is accredited by the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award
associate, baccalaureate, masters, and doctorate of nursing practice level
degrees. Kentucky State University also may o!er credentials such as
certi"cates and diplomas at approved degree levels. Questions about the
accreditation of Kentucky State University may be directed in writing to the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges at
1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033- 4097, by calling (404) 679-4500, or
by using information available on SACSCOC’s website (www.sacscoc.org).

Kentucky State University remains committed to continuous improvement
and institutional excellence. On December 7, 2025, the SACSCOC Board of
Trustees placed the institution on Probation for Good Cause, providing a clear
opportunity to strengthen our alignment with Standard 13.6 (Federal and
state responsibilities) and reinforce our compliance e!orts over the next 12
months (Letter from SACSCOC). A Special Committee has been authorized
to visit the institution, allowing us to demonstrate the signi"cant strides
we are making as we move forward with transparency, responsibility, and a
shared dedication to student and institutional success.
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Mission Statement
Kentucky State University provides transformative educational experiences to prepare 
graduates for making meaningful contributions to society. Kentucky State University is a 
public, research-comprehensive, historically Black 1890 land-grant institution.

1886

President John Henry Jackson

55 Students Enrolled

3 Instructors

24 Acres

1 Diploma O!ered: Normal School
Certi"cate of Completion

2026

President Dr. Ko# C. Akakpo

2,300 Students Enrolled

450 Faculty and Sta!

1,100 Acres

30 degree programs: certi"cates in 28
disciplines, associate (two-year) degrees in
two disciplines, baccalaureate (four-year)
degrees in 22 disciplines, master’s degrees
in eight disciplines, and a doctoral degree in
nursing practice

Then & Now
Founded in May 1886, Kentucky State University formally

opened on October 11, 1887.
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Board of Regents

Dr. Koffi C. Akakpo – Nineteenth President

Dr. Heather Bigard
Vice President of Finance and Administration/CFO

Dr. Michael D. Dailey
Provost and Vice President Division of Academic Affairs

Mr. Michael R. DeCourcy
Vice President of Institutional Advancement and External Relations

Dr. Wendy D. Dixie
Vice President of Information Technology and Chief of Staff

Ms. Nicole Sergent, Esq.
General Counsel

Mr. Adam Smith
Interim Vice President of Enrollment and Student Success
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Ms. Tammi Dukes
Chair

Mr. Edward Fields
Staff Regent

Mr. Matt Grimshaw

Mr. Edward Hatchett, Esq.
Vice Chair

Mr. Jason Moseley

Dr. Charles Moyer

Dr. James Obielodan
Faculty Regent

Mr. Jonathan Rabinowitz, Esq.

Mr. Kylan Richard
Student Regent

Ms. Joan “Toni” Stringer, Esq.



RECTOR’S REGALIA

Since modern academic regalia evolved from the kinds of 
apparel worn by monks and students in the Middle Ages to keep 
warm in the castles and halls in which they studied, academic 
regalia remains symbolic of scholastic achievement. T he 
regalia worn by Kentucky State University’s president is made 
of black tropical wool. lt has green velvet panels and bars. T he 
bars and panels are accented by antique gold cordings. Each 
sleeve has four chevrons. T he sleeves are Akron style inlaid 
with Washington green. T he hood is !at with a square bottom. 
It is embellished with Washington green satin lining and 
antique gold chiffon. It also has gold cording with green velvet.

UNIVERSITY MACE

�e mace is a club-shaped sta� used as a symbol of authority. It
was originally a weapon of the middle ages with a long handle,
heavily weighted on the end. �e heavy end became an iron
ball as the sciences of war developed, and archers and other
unmounted warriors used the mace as a hand arm. �e mace
was also used as a symbol of authority by some church o"cials,
the British House of Commons, and the United States House
of Representatives. Sergeants at arms, who were the guards of
kings and other high o"cials, also carried maces. Even today, a
gleaming white mace still rests on the table at meetings in many
nations, symbolizing royal and legislative authority. Gradually,
the mace gained a ceremonial character and today it is used
during inaugurations, commencements and other formal
processions. �e Kentucky State University Mace is carried in by
a member of the faculty.

CHAIN OF OFFICE

Each president of Kentucky State University wears the Chain
of O"ce, also referred to as the livery and/or the presidential
medallion, symbolizing the O"ce of the President. lt is
worn at formal academic occasions such as inaugurations,
commencements, convocations, and Founder’s Day. Kentucky
State University’s Chain of O"ce comprises a 3” diameter brass
medallion with an antique “nish. lt is attached with a leaf banner
bearing the title president and leaf clusters. �e chain consists
of curved banners depicting engravings of the names of all the
o"cial presidents of Kentucky State University and their years of
service.

 !"#$%"&'$() +,-./)# /0 123"

2026 FOUNDERS’ DAY CONVOCATION



List of Presidents



From its modest beginnings as a robust school for
the training of African American teachers, Kentucky
State University has grown into a comprehensive
research land-grant institution that prepares a student
population to compete in a multifaceted, ever-changing
global society.

Kentucky State University began as an idea on October
15, 1885. �e Commonwealth needed more normal
schools to train African American teachers for
employment in its Black elementary schools. On May
18, 1886, Kentucky’s legislators authorized the school’s
creation and the city of Frankfort donated $1,500, a
considerable amount in 1886, and a site on a scenic
blu� overlooking the town. �e campus was chartered
as the State Normal School for Colored Persons and
became the second state- supported institution of
higher learning in Kentucky.

Recitation Hall, now Jackson Hall, was the college’s �rst
building and erected in 1887. �e new school opened
on October 11, 1887, with three teachers, 55 students,
and John Henry Jackson as its �rst president.

Kentucky State became a land-grant college in 1890
and the departments of home economics, agriculture,

and mechanics were added to the school’s curriculum.
�e school produced its �rst graduating class of �ve
students in the spring of 1890.

A high school was organized in 1893. �is expansion
continued into the 20th century in both name and
program. In 1902, the name was changed to Kentucky
Normal and Industrial Institute for Colored Persons.
�e name was changed again in 1926 to Kentucky State
Industrial College for Colored Persons. In the early
1930’s, the high school was discontinued, and in 1938
the school was named the Kentucky State College for
Negroes. In 1938 the school gained full accreditation
from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
In 1952, the school was named Kentucky State College
and �nally, in 1972, the school o�cially became
Kentucky State University.

Since its humble beginnings, Kentucky State University
now spans 1,100 acres, which includes a 301-acre
agricultural research farm, 106-acre research and
demonstration facility and a 306-acre environmental
education research center. Today, KSU boasts 3
Colleges, 30 degree programs, 30 certi�cates, 7
residence halls, 12 athletic teams, 2,300 students, and
450 faculty and sta�.

KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITYHistory
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Past Founders’ Day Speakers
1977 – Dr. William A Brown (1959)

1978 – Dr. Henry Cheaney (1936)

1979 – Rev. Benjamin Baker

1980 – Dr. Carl M. Hill

1982 – Dr. Rufus Bar!eld (1952)

1984 – Dr. Cli"ord Claiborne (1960)

1985 – Dr. Ivan Cotman (1962)

1986 – Mr. Roy E. Bussell Jr. (1970)

1987 – Dr. Bessie M. Lasley-Rhodes (1956)

1988 – Mrs. Brenda Blane (1967)

1989 – Mr. #omas P. Lewis (1959)

1991 – Dr. Olivia Whyte #omas (1972)

1992 – Senator Gerald A. Neal (1967)

1993 – Patricia Russell-McCloud, Esq. (1968)

1994 – Mr. Kenneth “Sam” Harp (1977)

1995 – Dr. Herbert Ernest Olivera (1950)

1996 – Mr. Benjamin F. Shobe (1941)

1997 – Dr. Norman Maurice Rates (1947)

1998 – Mr. Adrian L. Wallace

2000 – Dr. Gerald W. Patton (1969)

2001 – Dr. Kevin W. Cosby

2002 – Mr. Jaques J. Wigginton (1986)

2004 – Dr. Bailus Walker Jr. (1954)

2005 – Dr. James C. Letton (1955)

2006 – Mr. Patrick Beauchamp (1955)

2007 – Mr. Lytle T. Davis (1955)

2008 – Kimberly Reed #ompson, Esq. (1978)

2009 – Dr. Cuttie Bacon III (1963)

2010 – Ms. Tish Norman (1995)

2011 – Dr. Earl Richardson

2012 – Brigadier General Henry L. Huntley (1983)

2013 – Rev. Zachary Royal (1982)

2014 – Mrs. Joann James (1986)

2015 – Judge Hubert Grimes (1975)

2016 – Patricia Russell-McCloud, Esq. (1968)

2017 – Dr. M. Christopher Brown II

2018 – Rev. Cuttie W. Bacon IV (1987)

2019 – Mr. Russell L. Drake

2020 – Combined with Commencement Convocation

2021 – Dr. Corey Hicks (1995)

2022 – Dr. Karen Townsend (1985)

2023 – Mr. Frederick Yeakey (2005)

2024 – Mayor Stephanie Terry (1998)

2025 – Dr. Leonard Clemons (2009)

Note: Parenthetical year represents graduating class.
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2026 Keynote Speaker
DR. EVELYN BETHUNE is an educator, author, entrepreneur, and
nationally recognized advocate for historical preservation, leadership
development, and community empowerment. A proud graduate of
Bethune-Cookman College, now Bethune-Cookman University, she
carries forward a deeply personal connection to the institution as the
granddaughter of its founder, Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune.

As Founder and Managing Director of the Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune
Family Legacy Foundation, Inc., Dr. Bethune leads initiatives that pre-
serve, interpret, and expand her grandmother’s legacy while inspiring
new generations to embrace scholarship, service, cultural stewardship,
and community transformation. Her life’s work re!ects the enduring
HBCU tradition of education not simply as preparation for a career,
but as preparation for leadership and service.

Across more than four decades, Dr. Bethune has built a career spanning
education, business, government, nonpro"t leadership, media, and

entrepreneurship. She is also the founder of Bethune Publishing House, Inc. and History in the Making
Coaching Network, Inc. Her signature master class, “Greatness Is In Your DNA,” connects ancestral history,
faith, self-con"dence, leadership, and practical business development.

An accomplished author, lecturer, radio host, workshop facilitator, and motivational speaker, Dr. Bethune’s
books include the award-winning Bethune: Out of Darkness into the Light of Freedom and #e Bethune
Blueprint: Transforming Your Life #rough the Lessons of Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune. Her work transforms
history from something we remember into something we actively use to build stronger lives, communities,
and institutions.

Dr. Bethune is a Life Member of the Bethune-Cookman University National Alumni Association and the
National Council of Negro Women, where she is also a Bethune Achiever. Her service and leadership have
been recognized through numerous honors and acknowledgments, including the Phenomenal Woman
Award, Most In!uential Women in Business honors, and recognition in the United States Congressional
Record. She remains a passionate advocate for HBCUs and for alumni engagement, investment, mentorship,
advocacy, and collective leadership so that future generations inherit institutions stronger than those
entrusted to us today.
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DR. MICHAEL D. DAILEY ’84
Provost and Vice President Division of Academic A�airs

Presiding

Founders’ Day Convocation
Mr. Gordon D. Ford Jr. ’19

Guest Organist

Dr. Phillip H. Clay, Jr. ’99
Associate Professor of School of Education, 

Interim/Acting Director of Graduate Studies

Mr. Gordon D. Ford, Jr.

Mr. Layne Wilkerson
Mayor, City of Frankfort

Dr. Michael D. Dailey ’84

Ms. Drew McEachin
97th Miss Kentucky State University

Mr. LaTrae Redrick
33rd Mister Kentucky State University

Ms. Tammi Dukes ’94
Chair, Kentucky State University

Board of Regents

Dr. Patricia Gri!th
Accompanist

GOLDEN CLASS AND ACADEMIC PROCESSIONAL 
“War March of the Priests”
(from Athalie by Felix Mendelssohn)

THE SUMMONS TO CONVOCATION

MUSICAL INTROIT
ENTRANCE OF PRESIDIUM PLATFORM

WELCOME TO FRANKFORT

PROVOST WELCOME

WELCOME

THE OCCASION

THE HERITAGE ANTHEM
“Lift Every Voice and Sing” (by James Weldon Johnson
and John Rosamond Johnson/Arr. Roland Carter)

INVOCATION Reverend Leslie Wayne Whitlock
Pastor, First Corinthian Baptist Church

Frankfort, KY
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THE THOROBRED OATH Mr. Kylan Richard
Student Government Association President

Kentucky State University

As a member of the Kentucky State University family,
I pledge to maintain honesty and integrity in my academic and personal life.
I understand that cowardly or shameful acts violate our shared bond
and undermine the community of trust and respect for which we are all stewards.
I will remain loyal to the ideals learned at “!e College on the Hill” toward the
betterment of those who are around me and others who come a"er me.

ALUMNI GREETINGS AND RECOGNITIONS Mr. Barry Johnson ’94
President of the KSUNAA

JUBILEE GRAND MARCH Mr. Michael R. DeCourcy
Vice President of Institutional

Advancement and External Relations

1976 GOLDEN CLASS RESPONSE Mr. Wentzel Stewart ’76

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS Dr. Michael D. Dailey ’84
Dr. Corey Hicks ’95

Chair, KSU !orobreds Foundation, Inc

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE
“Somebody’s Knockin’ At Yo’ Do’, arr. Stacey Gibbs”
Soloist, Kisma Jordan ’04

INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER Ms. Tisha L. Norman ’95
Vice President of the KSUNAA

KEYNOTE SPEAKER Dr. Evelyn Bethune
Founder and CEO of

Barbershop Male Mentoring Initiative

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS Dr. Ko! C. Akakpo
President

Kentucky State University

THE ALMA MATER University Choirs
Mr. Mario J. Radford ’14

POSTLUDE Mr. Gordon D. Ford, Jr.
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Ben Abernathy

Mellio W. Abernathy
Larry Lee Adams

Douglas E. Albritton, Jr.
Arnold R. Alexander

Felix R. Alexander
Terry L. Alexander

James Armstrong
Douglas W. Baldwin

James W. Barber
David M. Barnett

Glenda M. Beaumont
Stanley K. Betsworth

Wenceslao Borress, Sr.
Arthur G. Box

James L. Bradley
Roosevelt R. Brantley

Terry A. Brown-Hazard
Oliver S. Buckner
Robert C. Burks

Homer W. Byers, Jr.
Robert D. Byrd

Valeria L. Caldwell Gaines
Bertha J. Callahan

Tommie Carney

Courtney J. Carter
Ethel M. Chaney
Cecil E. Ciardy

Patricia L. Ciccorella
Mim C. Clark

Wanda E. Clark
Cedric M. Collins
Celina R Collins

Linda P. Cook
Joseph V. Crockett

Paul D. Cross
Nancy M. Crume
James W. Davie

Antoinette S. Davis Jones
Harriett E. Davis

James Davis
Bonita C. Dawson

Margaret E. DeBow
Wanda D. DeWitt
Deborah J. Downs
Orvelt T. Eaton, Jr.

Lynnette A. Edwards
Michelle E. Fain

Olga R. Fletcher
Tangular Y. Freeman
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Robert H. French
Linda M. Frey

Dolores L. Giannini
Allene W. Gold

LeeAnna Gordon
Kenneth W. Graham

Romee Graham
Robert Lee Griffith

Doretha Guion
Edward E. Hale

Alan S. Hammond
Robert L. Harp
Yvonne Harris

Derek Henderson
Gary M. Henderson
Helen Mai Hetcher

Sandra K. Hill-Lewis
Jennifer K. Hodge

Dale Holt
Debra J. Hood

Thomas D. Horne, Sr.
Tommy E. Horton, Jr.
Wallace A. Howard

Roy C. Howell
Sherry D. Howell

Cleveland C. Hudson
Mrs. Omega F. Hume

James R. Hurtt
Robert Ivory

Kenneth W. Ivy

Renee S. Jackson
Sushil K. Jain

Lydia Hail Johnikin
Minnie Johnson
Marla V. Jones

Robert W. Jordan
Thomas D. Kane

Donald A. Kemper
Teresa Y. Knox

Anthony L. Lacey
Charlotte Lane
Linda A. Larkin
Leslie J. Lawson

Marsha A. Lindsey
Niral Loahasurayotin

George K. Long
Gloria J. Long

Edward Lee Luney
Ventra Mapp

Nathaniel R. Marshall
Stephan A. Mason, Sr.

James D. Mayfield
Patricia A. Mayfield
Carolyn McLaughlin

James McQuire, Jr.
Ivy Meadows

Minnie Mebane
Banurayat Meepien

Eddie Miles, Jr.
Anita E. Miller

— Golden Class of 1976 Continued



— Golden Class of 1976 Continued

William D. Minix
Jannie E. Morgan

Anthony K. Morris
Ora R. Mosby

Jeffery Moseley
Virginia Meredith Mucci

Joyce E. Nailing
Donald W. Nelson

Nellie Norris
Vernon L. Oldham

Dele T. Olubajo
Jo Ann Osbey

Joyce Y. Owens
Teresa L. Owens

Bertram E. Perkins
Evelyn E. Perry

Charles F. Peters
Phyllis B. Pettaway

Etta J. Phillips
John D. Ravizee
Denise M. Ray

Cheryl A. Redford
Joyce E. Reed

William L.Ries
Esther Denise Roache-Davis

Melvin J. Robards
George E. Robinson

Rosalind A. Robinson
Dwight M. Rogers

LaTanji Rouse Burroughs
Thanuveuli M. Samuels

Annie Jane Scott
Ronald Seay

Tommy Sheffey
Frankie F. Sheppard

Constance Slaughter
Larry S. Slaughter
George M. Smalley
Benjamin L. Smith

Jacquelyn D. Smith
Janet D. Smith

Kenneth Ray Smith
Marilyn V. Smith
Sherri D. Smith

Rosaline Spovall
Perasak Srisuphoi

Diane Kathy Stewart
Wentzel Stewart
Garland H. Stone
Albert L. Strange
Donald R. Sulivan

John R. Summersett
Debra Sweasy

Melvin K. Sykes
Donald W. Talbert

Larry N. Taylor
Luvinia G. Taylor
William A. Taylor
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Cathy L. Thomas
Connie S. Thomas

Anthony E. Thompson
Eric H. Thompson

Maeda E. Thompson
Steve F. Thornton

Harold L. Todd
Timothy J. Turner, Jr.

James R. Tyson
Rhonda S. Uschan

Cynthia A. Vandergriff
Arthur Vanhouten

Ekachai Varunprabha
Catherine Walker

Eddie L. Walker
James F. Walters

Audrey G. Warren
James E. Watkins

Estrella U. Watson
Stephen K. Watts
Mary M. Welch

Valerie L. Wesley
Bernida White

John T. Wigginton
Ralph M. Williams

Zachary D. Williams
Karen D. Wilson

Georgia M. Wimberly
William S. Wimberly, Sr.

Furches L. Wingate
Janice E. Yewell

Angylin C. Young

— Golden Class of 1976 Continued
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Lyrics by

Frederick Jarmon ’43
Music Arrangement

Harriet N. Gibbons ’45

Hail to our Alma Mater, dear is Her name,
And there shall be no other to surpass Her fame.

Hers is the hand that guides us day after day,
And She will stand beside us, when we go on our way.

May blessings be upon Her, shepherd of youth;
She holds the seat of honor, in the hall of truth.
Mem'ries of Her shall never fade from our hearts,

And we will praise Her ever, for the love She imparts.

Sing ev'ry voice together, let echoes rise.
Hail to our Alma Mater, shout to the skies.

Holding the torch of wisdom, She leads the way
Clasping the hand of freedom, as She marches along.
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Lift Every Voice and Sing
by J. Rosamond Johnson

and James Weldon Johnson

Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty
Let our rejoicing rise

High as the listening skies
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on till victory is won

Stony the road we trod
Bitter the chastening rod

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died
Yet with a steady beat

Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered

Out from the gloomy past
Till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast

God of our weary years
God of our silent tears

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way
Thou who has by Thy might Led us into the light

Keep us forever in the path, we pray
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee

Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee
Shadowed beneath Thy hand

May we forever stand
True to our God

True to our native land
Our native land
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